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How is the Arctic Region governed? Unlike Antarctica, where there is
an international treaty called the Antarctic Treaty, the Arctic does not
have an integrated, comprehensive regime governing efforts to limit,
for example, the extent of climate change. Instead, there is a regime
complex: a loosely coupled set of specific regimes. In this lecture, Dr.
Tonami describes the regime complex for the Arctic Region and seeks
to explain it and discuss the international relations that are the basis
of the regime complex.

Dr. Aki Tonami is an Associate Professor in International Relations and Economics at

University of Tsukuba, Japan. In her research, she works on the theory and practice of

economic diplomacy with a particular emphasis on foreign investment, science and

technology, development aid and environment. In her previous work, she examined the

political economy of the external policy of East Asian countries towards the Arctic region.

Current projects examine the link between overseas infrastructure investment of China and

Japan and their diplomacy, and Japan's Arctic and Antarctic policy. Her publications include

‘Asian Foreign Policy in a Changing Arctic: The Diplomacy of Economy and Science at New

Frontiers’ (Palgrave Macmillan 2016), ‘Exporting the developmental state: Japan’s economic

diplomacy in the Arctic’ (Third World Quarterly, 2018), and ‘Influencing the imagined “polar

regions”: The politics of Japan’s Arctic and Antarctic policies’ (Polar Record, 2017).
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